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CAPPADOCIA (KAPPADOKIA) 

The rulers of Cappadocia claimed descent from a long line of Persian nobles allegedly descended from a 
sister of the Persian king Kambujiya I. But this genealogy was apparently meant to include the famous satrap of 
Cilicia and Cappadocia Datames, who is known to have belonged to another line, and the lineage seems to have 
been fabricated. The first virtually independent ruler was Ariarathes I, who attempted to resist a series of 
Macedonian governors. His nephew Ariarathes II succeeded in overthrowing direct Macedonian control, and his 
grandson Ariarathes III took the title of king (basileus) c.i 30. At the same time the Cappadocian dynasty started 
to contract political marriages with the Seleucids, Attalids, and the kings of Pontus and Bithynia. Ariarathes VI 
and Ariarathes VII were eliminated by the agents of Mithradates VI of Pontus, and Cappadocia was contested 
between rival claimants backed by Pontus and Bythinia, respectively. On the extinction of the Ariarathid house, 
the Cappadocian nobles elected as king one of their own number, Ariobarzanes I, who secured a Roman alliance, 
and thus the kingdom passed under Roman protection. However, this alliance proved fatal for several members 
of the new dynasty, as the Roman Republic entered into a series of civil wars. Thus Ariobarzanes III was killed 
by Cassius and his successor Ariarathes X was deposed and executed by Marcus Antonius, who enthroned a new 
client king, Arkhelaos of Comana in 36 BC. In AD 17 Arkhelaos was summoned to Rome by emperor Tiberius 
and Cappadocia became a Roman province. 

Dynasts and kings of Cappadocia (Kappadokia) 

334—333 Ariarathes I ... son of Ariaramnes; dynastes ; deposed 
333 — 331 Sabiktos ... Macedonian strategos 
331 —311 Ariarathes I ... restored 

321 — 316 Eumenes, ofKardia ... son of Hieronymos; Macedonian strategos 

316—301 Antigonos, Monophthalmos ... son of Philippos; Macedonian strategos , then basileus 306 
301— t\i8o Ariarathes II ... son of Orophernes, brother of Ariarathes I 

f.280—c.23 5 Ariaramnes ... son of Ariarathes II 

f.23 5— c\iio Ariarathes III ... son of Ariaramnes; associated c. 255; basileus c. 230 

f.220—163 Ariarathes IV Eusebes ... son of Ariarathes III 
163 — 159 Ariarathes V Eusebes Philopator ... son of Ariarathes IV; expelled 
1 59— 157 Orophernes Nikephoros ... son of Ariarathes IV 
157—130 Ariarathes V Eusebes Philopator ... restored 
130—116 Ariarathes VI Epiphanes Philopator ... son of Ariarathes V 

116—101 Ariarathes VII Philometor ... son of Ariarathes VI 

101— f.97 Ariarathes VIII Epiphanes ... son of Ariarathes VI; deposed, died c .97 

f.97—f.96 Ariarathes IX Eusebes Philopator ... son of Mithradates VI of Pontus; rival since 101; deposed 
f.96—f.94 Ariobarzanes I Philoromaios ... elected by the Cappadocian nobility; deposed 
f.94—f.92 Ariarathes IX Eusebes Philopator ... restored; deposed 
f.92—f.90 Ariobarzanes I Philoromaios ... restored; deposed 
f.90—89 Ariarathes IX Eusebes Philopator ... restored; deposed 

89—88 Ariobarzanes I Philoromaios ... restored; deposed 
88—85 Ariarathes IX Eusebes Philopator ... restored; deposed 
85—63 Ariobarzanes I Philoromaios ... restored; abdicated, died 63: 

63 — 52 Ariobarzanes II Philopator ... son of Ariobarzanes I 

52—42 Ariobarzanes III Eusebes Philoromaios ... son of Ariobarzanes II 
42—36 Ariarathes X Eusebes Philadelphos ... son of Ariobarzanes II; deposed, died 36 

36 BC—AD 17 Arkhelaos Philopatris Ktistes Soter ... son of Arkhelaos ofKomana; deposed, died 18 

(Roman province of Cappadocia 17) 



